The David S. Wyman Institute for Holocaust Studies

January 25, 2026

Mr. Joseph Lemkin
C/o Rabbi Menachem Margolin, Chairman
European Jewish Association

Dear Mr. Lemkin:

As scholars who have written about the Holocaust or other genocides, we share your
family’s concern about extremists exploiting Raphael Lemkin’s name to attack Israel.

We are disappointed that the “Lemkin Institute for Genocide Prevention,” which we un-
derstand was created without your family’s permission, is being used to falsely accuse Israel of
genocide.

Israel’s counter-terror campaign in Gaza is not genocidal, either in intentions or actions.
The civilian deaths there are the result of Hamas embedding itself in residential areas and using
the population as human shields.

The fact the Lemkin Institute began accusing Israel of “genocide” on October 17, 2023,
before a single Israeli soldier had entered Gaza, further illustrates the absurdity of the accusa-
tion.

We support your efforts to reclaim the legacy of Raphael Lemkin from those who are be-
smirching his ideals and goals.

Sincerely,

Dr. Rafael Medoff
Director
The David S. Wyman Institute for Holocaust Studies
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Distinguished University Professor
Touro University

Prof. Gabriel Ben-Zion Abramovich
Northern Michigan University
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Maria Curie-Sklodowska University, Lublin, Poland
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University of Oregon
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Former Director, Center for Holocaust and Genocide Research
Florida Gulf Coast University (emer.)
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Paris-Nanterre University, France
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Prof. Alan L. Berger
Raddock Family Scholar of Holocaust Studies
Florida Atlantic University (ret.)
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Professor of Jewish Studies & Comparative Literature
Smith College
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Prof. Michael J. Feuer
George Washington University

Prof. Luis Fleischman
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New York Medical College
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Prof. Joshua M. Karlip
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Prof. Tomasz Kitlinski
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Chair, Ariel University Center for the Research and Study of Genocide
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Prof. Robert M. Shapiro
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McGill University
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