
The Daily Gleaner reported on May 18, 
1925, that the Conference of the African 
Episcopal Methodist Church appointed the 
Rev. J. J. Thomas to succeed the late Rev. 
George Lewis Young, who had died 
unexpectedly on Dec. 6, 1924.

Rev. J. J. Thomas was "a native of 
Jamaica trained in one of the great 
universities of the U.S.A. and Minister of 
the Church of England. He  labored in the 
States for a number of years, and like 
many Jamaicans, he has returned to his 
native land to work among his people," the 
Gleaner reported.

Moore's great-grandfather, Josiah Johnson
 Thomas,  was  a  Jamaican  citizen  who

 graduated  from  Lincoln  University  in  1910.
 He  preached  at  an  Episcopal  church  in

 Pineville,  South  Carolina,  from  1922  to  late
 1924.

The Episcopal Church of the USA 
originated from the Church of England.

Records from the archives of the South 
Carolina Episcopal Church show that "Rev.
 Josiah  Johnson  Thomas"  was  "transferred" 

  from his church in South Carolina to 
Jamaica

 
on

 
Dec.

 
13,

 
1924,

 
just one week 

after
 

Rev.
 

Young's
 

unexpected death.

The Daily Gleaner later disclosed the   full  
name of the subject of this report, 
identifying him as "the Rev. Josiah J. 
Thomas of the African Methodist Episcopal 
Denomination" in   its May 29, 1925, issue.
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