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Brother Aqid (Hamas rank for Colonel): Ayman Rouqa “Abu Islam”  
Director of the Division of Foreign Activity May Allah protect him 
May peace and Allah's mercy and blessings be upon you  

Subject / Report on the foreign activity inside health facilities 
Firstly, we ask Allah almighty to assist and guide you, and always grant you success. 
✍​ Introduction: 
●​ The Ministry of Health is regarded as one of the most important and biggest 

service providing government ministries in the Gaza Strip, in view of the 
number of employees and facilities under its authority. This, in addition to civil 
society associations and health facilities that are under charitable 
associations, which are supervised by the Ministry of Health. These facilities 
are considered to be of interest to hostile security parties and an important 
source for intelligence gathering, especially in times of war, since these health 
facilities are a place of gathering for the wounded during times of escalation, 
and these wounded cases (i.e. people) hold sensitive positions in the 
resistance. Furthermore, these health facilities are a place of gathering for 
numerous leaders of the [Hamas] movement  and the government during times 
of escalation. 

✍​Administrative arrangements [in place] between the Ministry of Health and foreign medical 
delegations: 

●​ Doctor Abdul Latif Al-Haj, General-Director of the Division of International 
Cooperation under the Ministry of Health, is the responsible party under the 
Ministry of Health to monitor incoming foreign medical delegations. Doctor 
Walid Sabbah is responsible for the Unit of Coordination with civil society 
parties. 

●​ A meeting was held with the Ministry of Health and the Division of Foreign 
Activity in the Internal Security Mechanism [offices] in order to unify efforts to 
carry out security monitoring of medical delegations and to discuss the 
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current mechanisms. It was agreed with Doctor Abdul Latif Al-Haj to produce a 
memorandum of understanding that will specify the employed working 
mechanisms. 

●​ The Ministry Of Health, in cooperation with the World Health Organization 
(WHO), formed a team for [coordinating] emergency medical delegations  that 
will visit the Gaza Strip. 

●​ Associations submit a request for delegations to enter [Gaza], and attach CVs 
of the [delegation’s] physicians to the request, and accordingly, the necessity 
[for the delegation to arrive] is determined. Following this,  a communication 
channel is opened with the relevant physician and coordination with the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs is commenced in order to facilitate delegations’ 
entry [to Gaza].  

●​ The Ministry of Health appointed specialist physicians to monitor the activity 
of medical delegations, each according to his specialty. Another employee is 
responsible for monitoring the administrative and logistical aspects of 
delegations. 

●​ The Ministry of Health categorized and divided medical delegations incoming 
to the Gaza Strip to two - permanent delegations and temporary delegations. 

●​ The Ministry of Health allows medical delegations to move in specific places, 
such as outpatient clinics, specialist departments and operations rooms, while 
it prohibits movement inside the hospital that the delegation is positioned at. 

●​ The Ministry of Health has appointed Doctor Ashraf Abu Mhadi to monitor the 
committee formed by the World Health Organization concerning the Return 
Marches’ wounded. Doctor Salah Al-Ranteesi  will act on behalf of him. 

✍​Hostile security efforts targeting Ministry of Health facilities in the Gaza Strip: 
●​ One of the occupation’s informants during the Battle of the Withered Grain of 

2014 (Hamas name for the 2014 Gaza War, also known as Operation Protective 
Edge), called Mohammed Adham Mohammed Hasan Al-Zant, admitted that he 
was asked by Zionist intelligence to gather intelligence on wounded names 
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and physicians names in Al-Shifa medical complex, and detail who of them is 
active and the parties present in the hospital. 

●​ In 2018, (PA) Ramallah intelligence instructed one of its [humint] sources to 
forge a medical referral for an employee at the Norwegian Aid Committee 
(NORWAC) in order to meet him in Ramallah. 

●​ The [International Committee of the] Red Cross [ICRC] chose a wing in Al-Shifa 
medical complex that is adjacent to the [Hamas] movement offices. 

●​ The Red Cross prepared a questionnaire consisting of 25 pages to be filled out 
in the Ministry [of Health’s] hospitals. It included questions about the presence 
of tunnels, weapons or explosives inside hospitals. 

●​ The Egyptian medical delegation, from Wadi El Neel Hospital, which is under 
the Egyptian General Intelligence, and which visited the Gaza Strip on 
07/10/2018, acquired a list of names of injured people from the positive (a 
known term for Hamas’ Izz ad-Din al-Qassam Brigades). It inquired about the 
Return Marches in Gaza, funding for the marchers, and the mechanism of how 
they (the marchers) depart for the border. Furthermore, it inquired about 
hospitals’ capability to carry out their duties in situations of escalation. 

●​ Doctors Without Borders (MSF) France chose the only room in Abu Yousef 
El-Najar Hospital that has a (safe) communication landline that belongs to the 
positive’s activity, in order for Doctors Without Borders to work in it separately. 

●​ The medical delegation of Doctors Without Borders Belgium, which is located 
in AWDA hospital, rented an apartment in the Abu Sa’da building, which is an 
area of [security] interest. This, without informing its whereabouts to the 
Ministry of Health, and it [Doctors Without Borders] does not allow anyone 
who is not a foreigner to enter it (the apartment). 

●​ Médecins du Monde (MDM) collected information regarding structural and 
infrastructure specifics of the Nasser Governmental Hospital and the 
emergency departments, such as the type of cement and the thickness of the 
hospital’s protective wall. The party of approval [of the delegation’s activity] in 
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the Ministry of Health was Doctor Ashraf Abu Mhadi. 
●​ Doctors Without Borders Belgium prepared a study about the Return Marches 

wounded, in cooperation with the French Handicap association and the 
medical Karolinska Institutet in Sweden. The expressed goal of the study is to 
improve the quality of service that is granted in the institution’s facilities and 
to understand the different matters in the medical program. Moreover, the 
nature of the injury and the treatment being granted was detailed. The targeted 
group was the Return Marches wounded who receive [medical] services from 
Doctors Without Borders, as part of the reconstructive surgeries project. 

✍​Prominent information regarding Gaza Strip hospitals: 
Ind
ex 

Hospital Prominent information 

1 
Al-Shifa 
Hospital 

−​ The Red Cross is monitoring the activity in the hospital 
through an office it has inside the hospital. 

−​ Doctors Without Borders France monitors the activity 
inside the hospital. 

−​ There are headquarters for a Norwegian medical team in 
Al-Shifa medical complex’s pain clinic. 

−​ Doctors Without Borders has installed a biological 
laboratory in coordination with the Ministry of Health with 
new equipment in order to understand the reasons behind 
infection in wounds and injuries. 

−​ The foreigner Paul Holtrop, an American citizen, continues 
to monitor cases of new-born babies inside the complex. 

−​ A Physicians for Human Rights Israel (PHR-I) delegation 
conducted several surgeries in Al-Shifa Hospital. 
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−​ The Israeli human rights association (possibly referring to 
PHR-I) granted [hospital] beds as medical equipment to 
Al-Shifa Hospital. 

−​ There is a Medical Aid [for Palestinians] (MAP) foreign 
medical team specializing in the field of fractures inside 
Al-Shifa Medical Complex. 

−​ There is a Doctors Without Borders medical team 
specializing in the field of burns  inside Al-Shifa Medical 
Complex. 

−​ Norwegian Aid association (Committee, NORWAC) 
performed several operations. Ones important to mention - 
orthopedic surgeries and operations in the agency’s (i.e. 
UNRWA)  department. 

−​ Medical Aid [for Palestinians] UK performed orthopedic 
surgeries for Return Marches wounded. 

−​ While he was at Al-Shifa Medical Complex, the adjacent 
[officer] Yahya Mansour (officer in Egyptian intelligence 
who works in Liwa [Arab rank of Division General] Ahmed 
Abdul Khaleq’s office) inquired about the place of 
residence of Doctor [Hamas leader] Ismail Haniyeh and 
whether he actually lives in the [relevant] house or not. 

2 
Indonesia 
Hospital 

−​ Médecins du Monde team in the Indonesia Hospital worked 
with no supervision from any governmental party. 

−​ The Indonesian foreigner Mohammed Hussein Muslim 
Masoud uploaded a selfie video clip to YouTube and to his 
Facebook page. By coincidence, the agent Ashraf Abu 
Leila appeared with him in the video when he was going 
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about in Nuseirat market. It should be noted that the 
aforementioned Indonesian stayed in the Indonesia 
Hospital for 4 years and that he is married to the citizen 
Janan Fawzi Hussein Al-Raqab from Rafah district. 

 

3 AWDA Hospital 

−​ Doctors Without Borders Belgium rented and renovated 
two floors (fourth and basement) of the hospital, as well as 
an operations room. These two floors are within the 
mandate of the association alone. 

−​ Doctors Without Borders Belgium alters the visiting 
delegation monthly. Moreover, the association appointed 
three physicians from AWDA hospital to the association 
after they took unpaid leave. These are Rami Morad Abu 
Jaser, Mohammed Ali Al-Shatli and Mahmoud Yaser 
Al-Sharafi. 

4 
Dar Essalam 

Hospital 

−​ Doctors Without Borders France has worked to expand the 
extent of its activity by additionally renting the seventh 
and second floors in order to reside in them, inside Dar 
Essalam Hospital. 

−​ Doctors Without Borders France is working to provide a 
special wing in the hospital to place injured people for 
operations, meaning, people who will be operated on by 
the association’s team. This, in such a way that the 
association’s employees will supervise this wing. 

−​ Doctors Without Borders France is carrying out two 
medical projects concerning surgery speciality. 

−​ Doctors Without Borders France has equipped the hospital 
by renting part of the Dar Essalam association’s hospital in 
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the city of Khan Younis, specifically, renting the sixth and 
second floors, in addition to using the operations room.  

−​ There are 17 beds in the hospital for placing patients, of 
them 12 for isolation rooms. 

−​ Cases of [patients] suffering from osteitis referred from the 
Ministry of Health are received [in the hospital], in addition 
to cases referred  from the organization’s (Dar Essalam 
association) clinics across the Gaza Strip. 

−​ About 17 cases are received monthly. 

5 
Shuhada 
al-Aqsa 
Hospital 

−​ Doctors Without Borders France and Spain operate in 
Shuhada al-Aqsa Hospital in the mental health and 
emergency fields. 

−​ Medical Aid [for Palestinians] (MAP) and Doctors Without 
Borders Spain carried out several orthopedic surgeries for 
Return Marches wounded in the hospital. 

 

6 
Gaza European 

Hospital 

−​ A religious Jews’ cap, known as a kippah, was found 
where a Swiss medical delegation was staying, in the 
living quarters of the European Hospital. This, after the 
delegation already left. The delegation was staying at the 
European Hospital and performed cosmetic surgeries in 
Nasser Hospital.  Following security inquiry, it became 
apparent that the occupation forces have been giving 
presents to incoming foreign delegations, such as a cap 
imprinted with the alleged temple (a derogatory term for 
the Holy Temple of Jerusalem). 

−​ Doctors Without Borders France collected information on 
the names of Return Marches injured, nature of the 
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wounds and their number, and the spread of wounded  
according to region. Moreover, it carried out an evaluation 
of the level of readiness of hospitals to receive Return 
Marches injured. This was done in [Shuhada] al-Aqsa 
Hospital and Gaza European Hospital, and the party of 
approval from the Ministry of Health was Doctor Abdul 
Latif Al-Haj. 

−​ A Physicians for Human Rights - Israel (PHR-I) delegation 
performed several surgeries in the European Hospital. 

7 
Nasser 

Governmental 
Hospital 

−​ Doctors Without Borders France renovated the old internal 
[medicine] building in Nasser Hospital in order to 
continuously stay in it. In addition, it brought physicians 
with various specialties at the cost of half a million dollars. 

−​ Doctors Without Borders France made an effort to have its 
own wing in the hospital in agreement with the Ministry of 
Health. The wing will be [i.e., have], at a minimum, 20 beds 
for surgeries for Return Marchers injured. This, in order to 
treat gunshot injuries in the limbs, and the wing will be 
under the supervision and monitoring of the association. 

−​ Doctors Without Borders France carried out an evaluation 
of the readiness of emergency departments in Gaza Strip 
hospitals and got a sample of cases - 2000 medical reports 
that include names - from Nasser Governmental Hospital. 

−​ Doctors Without Borders France collected information 
regarding structural and infrastructure specifics of the 
Nasser Governmental Hospital and the emergency 
departments, such as the type of cement and thickness of 
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the protective wall of the hospital. The party of approval in 
the Ministry of Health was Doctor Ashraf Abu Mhadi. 

−​ Medical Aid [for Palestinians] UK carried out orthopedic 
surgeries for Return Marches wounded inside the hospital. 

−​ The Red Cross supervises the severe fractures wing 
adjacent to the orthopedic wing in the new building. 

−​ A wing in Nasser Hospital is designated for the 
organization Doctors Without Borders in order to establish 
a hospital that will be under the organization. 

−​ Doctors Without Borders is building and renovating a 
section designated for it in the Nasser Hospital at the cost 
of 350 thousand euro. This, so that the hospital will grant 
services for people inflicted with osteitis, and in 
conjunction, work to develop the capabilities of Nasser 
Hospital’s laboratory will be carried out. 

−​ The hospital contains 23 rooms, of them 9 isolated rooms 
for severe cases, in addition to two operations rooms.  

8 Al-Ahli Hospital 
−​ Doctors Without Borders France performed several 

orthopedic surgeries in Al-Ahli Hospital. 

9 
Abu Yousef 

El-Najar 
Hospital 

−​ Doctors Without Borders France’s medical delegation 
chose the only room in the hospital that has a (safe) 
communication landline which belongs to the positive’s (a 
known term for Hamas’ Izz ad-Din al-Qassam Brigades) 
activity, in order for them to work in it separately. 

−​ Doctors Without Borders Spain submitted a request to the 
Ministry of Health to reside in Abu Yousef El-Najar 
Hospital in a mental health wing. 

 

 

State of Palestine…The Ministry of Internal and National Security…Internal 
Security Mechanism 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 فلسطــــــــــــــين دولــــــــــــة

الوطـــنـــي والأمــن الـداخلـيــــــة وزارة

 الداخــــــلي الأمــن جهــــــــاز
 

 

 

State  of  Palestine 

Ministry of Interior & National Security 

Interior  Security 

 
 

1
0 

Ranteesi 
Hospital 

−​ A Costa Rican delegation, including Recardo Molinal and 
Gloriana Jamenez, supervised the planning of the children 
cancer department facilities in Ranteesi Hospital. 

−​ The association is intending to establish a biological 
laboratory in the hospital in coordination in the Ministry of 
Health, with new equipment, in order to understand the 
reasons behind infection in wounds and injuries. 

1
1 

Alyaman As 
Saeed Hospital 

−​ Doctors Without Borders Belgium submitted a request to 
receive the ground floor of Alyaman As Saeed Hospital in 
order to establish outpatient clinics. 

1
2 

External Clinics 

−​ A Doctors Without Borders France team is present in the 
following outpatient clinics - Khalida Al-Agha clinic in 
Khan Younis, the clinic of the new camp in Nuseirat,  in 
Gaza city next to the Egyptian embassy, Bayt al-Maqdis 
clinic next to Ard Al Rebat mosque in the northern district. 

−​ Doctors Without Borders France has their own clinic in 
Al-Thawra street, close to the [General Authority of] 
Insurance and Pensions. 

 

✍​Doctors Without Borders bases of activity in the Gaza Strip: 
●​ Doctors Without Borders in the Gaza Strip is working to provide medical services 

for Return Marchers wounded, in addition to providing specialized medical care 
to cases following surgeries, burns and hand injuries.  In order to grant these 
services, the organization has equipped 4 clinics and 2 hospitals geographically 
spread across Gaza Strip’s districts, and it operates in the following areas: 
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District 
Clinics/Hospital

s 

Number 
of 

workers 
Specialty 

Number of treated 
cases 

Khan 
Younis 

Khalid Al-Agha 
clinic 

20 
employee

s 

Treating burns and 
injuries 

200 cases 

Khan 
Younis 

Nasser Hospital 
25 

employee
s 

Treating burns, 
injuries and 
psychological and 
social counseling 

17 cases monthly  

Khan 
Younis 

Dar Essalam 
Hospital 

25 
employee

s 

Treating burns, 
injuries and 
psychological and 
social counseling 

17 cases monthly 

Central 
Camps 

Nuseirat clinic 
14 

employee
s 

Amino [acid] device 
and partial 
anesthesia room, 
occupational therapy 
room,  specialist 
room 

120 cases 

Gaza 
[city] 

Gaza clinic 
24 

employee
s 

Treating burns, 
injuries and 
psychological and 
social counseling 

400 cases 

Northern 
Gaza 
Strip 

Bayt al-Maqdis  
clinic (Beit 

Lahia) 

6 
employee

s 

Treating burns, 
injuries and 
psychological and 
social counseling 

150​ cases 

 
 

✍​Prominent associations that coordinate entrance of foreign medical delegations in 
2019: 
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 Association name Entry 
permit 

Multiple 
travel permit 

Temporary 
resident 
permit 

Renewal of 
residence for 6 
months permit 

Total 

1.​ Doctors Without 
Borders - France 

34 179 107 42 362 

2.​ Doctors Without 
Borders - 
Belgium 

11 12 18 3 44 

3.​ Médecins du 
Monde - France 

19 0 3 6 28 

4.​ Médecins du 
Monde - 

Switzerland 

1 0 0 0 1 

5.​ Médecins du 
Monde - Spain 

20 0 1 0 21 

6.​  Palestine 
Children's Relief 

Fund 

190 17 0 0 207 

7.​ Medical Aid[for 
Palestinians] 

91 4 0 0 95 

8.​ Palestinian 
Medical Relief 

Society‎ (PMRS) 

14 0 1 2 17 

9.​ Al-Ahli Hospital 35 0 0 0 35 
10 Save the Chidlren 84 1 5 0 90 
11 Al-Khebra Center 

for Consultant 
and Development 

6 0 2 0 8 
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✍​Prominent violations of foreign medical associations:  
●​ Several associations carry out activities and programs without [the approval of] 

the Ministry of Health, such as the Gaza conference for mental health, during 
which the mental situation of the Palestinian people as a resistance nation was 
discussed, and a study was held on the mental situation of the wounded in the 
different periods of the conflict with the occupation. Moreover, a comparison was 
made between the fighting spirit of the Palestinian people and the fighting spirit 
of peoples who strive for liberation, such as Vietnam, Afghanistan and South 
Africa. Moreover, the combat doctrine of every region of conflict 
[abovementioned] was studied. 

●​ Many foreign physicians and nurses come without any need for them. They come 
via various associations, as Doctors Without Borders and Medical Aid [for 
Palestinians]. 

●​ Doctors Without Borders Belgium rented an apartment in the Abu Sa’da building, 
without informing nor coordinating with the Ministry of Health. 

●​ There is activity inside several medical facilities independently from the Ministry 
of Health and a major effort to expand [operations] in medical facilities. 

✍​Consequential dangers and threats: 
●​ Exploitation of these delegations by the occupation or hostile foreign parties in 

order to carry out security missions. 
●​ Ramallah intelligence efforts to produce a constant presence for them in Al-Shifa 

Hospital. 
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12 Yeryüzü 
Doktorları - 

Turkey  [Doctors 
around the World 

- Turkey] 

12 0 0 0 12 

 Total 517 213 137 53 920 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 فلسطــــــــــــــين دولــــــــــــة

الوطـــنـــي والأمــن الـداخلـيــــــة وزارة

 الداخــــــلي الأمــن جهــــــــاز
 

 

 

State  of  Palestine 

Ministry of Interior & National Security 

Interior  Security 

 
 

●​ Expansion of foreign medical associations [activity], especially doctors, in 
private and governmental health facilities. 

●​ Many foreign and international associations choose to place their offices inside 
health facilities, in close proximity to [Hamas] movement offices and the private 
offices (probably referring to the individual offices of senior Hamas members). 

●​ Foreign associations link their databases in the Gaza Strip to their headquarters 
in occupied Jerusalem. 

●​ Medical associations are able to acquire required information by means of their 
various medical programs and projects inside Gaza Strip’s hospitals. 

●​ Health facilities are a place of gathering for the wounded during times of 
escalation. These wounded hold sensitive positions in the resistance. In 
addition, health facilities are a place of gathering for many leaders in the [Hamas] 
movement and in government during times of escalation. 

●​ There is a lack of supervision on behalf of the Ministry of Health, over active 
foreign medical delegations.  

✍​Evaluation: 
●​ The intelligence [forces] of the enemy, Ramallah and other countries are 

interested in and wish to have a presence inside Gaza Strip’s health facilities, 
and this shows the importance and sensitivity of these facilities to hostile 
security parties when collecting intelligence, especially during hostilities. 

●​ The Ministry of Health has agreed with several medical associations to grant 
them locations inside many hospitals without the agreement of [Hamas] 
movement and government parties, which have locations of their own inside 
hospitals. 

●​ Medical associations, first and foremost Doctors Without Borders France, are 
expanding inside health facilities. The variety of their programs enables them to 
collect intelligence in a major way, and this poses a real threat inside health 
facilities. 

●​ Foreign associations choose their bases of operations next the [Hamas] 
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movement headquarters inside health facilities with great care. This puts them in 
a place of security suspicion.  

●​ There is a lack of supervision on behalf of the Ministry of Health, over incoming 
foreign delegations, and this gives these delegations great leeway to move about 
and achieve their goals with ease. 

●​ The Ministry of Health’s great necessity to have the aid granted by international 
medical associations grants these associations the leverage to offer and exploit 
their capabilities in service of their hidden agenda. 

✍​Recommendations: 
●​ Increase the security effort in the field towards health facilities. 
●​ Limit the programs and activities of Doctors Without Borders (France, Belgium 

and Spain), and constrain its work in health facilities. 
●​ Prepare a memorandum of understanding between the Ministry of Health and the 

Ministry of Interior [and National Security] about engaging with foreign medical 
delegations and associations, in such a way that ensures that the Ministry of 
Health makes use of granted services and disbursement and at the same time 
the security facets [i.e. needs] that derive from these projects and visits taken 
care of. 

●​ Verify the integrity of the medical equipment that gets to foreign associations 
before they enter [the Gaza Strip]. 

With great respect and appreciation 
Branch of Foreign Associations 
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