


The Honorable Antony Blinken 
October 6, 2023 
Page 2 

Malley's confidants, when Mr. Malley himself is the subject of an ongoing security clearance 
investigation, raises serious questions about whether this Iranian influence operation 
succeeded in penetrating the U.S. government and influenced the policies of this-administration. 
The State Department's continued obstruction and ongoing refusal to provide the basic information 
that we have requested substantially increases these concerns, and effectively blocks congressional 
oversight over the State Department and U.S.-Iran policy, 

Specifically, we request immediate answers to the following questions: 

(1) Was the suspension of Mr. Malley' s security clearance related to the IEI or any other
Iranian malign influence operations or activities? Was it related to the passing of sensitive
or classified information to members of the !EI network, such as Ali Vaez?

(2) Was Diplomatic Security, or any other �ntity within the Department or broader inter­
agency, aware of Ms. Tabatabai's alleged affiliation with IEI, or past contact with members
of the Iranian regime?

(3) Did Diplomatic Security conduct Ms, Tabatabai's background investigation? If so, did
Ms. Tabatabai disclose her alleged involvement in !EI or any known members ofIEI?

(4) Is Diplomatic Security conducting an investigation into whether all law and policy were
followed in granting Ms. Tabatabai a security clearance while she was at the State
Department? If not, why not?

(5) Does Diplomatic Security have any counter-intelligence concerns regarding IEI or any
other Iranian regime influence operations? If so, are changes to any of State Department's
operating guidelines or security procedures being considered?

(6) When did the State Department become aware of Mr. Malley's connections to individuals
with direct contact with the Iranian regime? Can you confirm whether a Department-wid,e
investigation is actively being pursued to ensure the circumstances that led to the
suspension of Mr. Malley's clearance do not involve any other current or former U.S.
government employees?

(7) Was Mr, Malley read into any covert action programs or DoD special access programs
(SAPs)?

{a) If so, which departments or agencies and who at those departments or agencies
sponsored his request? 

(b) If so, were there any objections from the relevant departments or agencies?

(c) Were standard vetting procedures governing these programs followed, or did Mr.
Malley receive any waivers? If so, from whom did he receive waivers?




