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    Deposition of WITNESS TWO, held virtually:

    Pursuant to agreement, before Caleb Welsh,
Notary Public in and for the State of Maryland.
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            A P P E A R A N C E S
ON BEHALF OF OFFICE OF CONGRESSIONAL ETHICS:
     INDHIRA BENITEZ, ESQUIRE
     ANNIE CHO, ESQUIRE
     OMAR ASHMAWY, ESQUIRE
     OFFICE OF CONGRESSIONAL ETHICS OF THE U.S.
     HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
     425 3rd Street, S.W.
     Suite 1110
     Washington, DC 20024
     (202) 225-9739

ON BEHALF OF WITNESS TWO:
     ED MULLEN, ESQUIRE
     BUCKTOWN LAW
     2129 N. Western Avenue
     Chicago, Illinois 60647
     (312) 508-9433

ALSO PRESENT:
     SHAWN CAVALIERE, Remote Technician
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                   C O N T E N T S
EXAMINATION OF WITNESS TWO                    PAGE
    By Ms. Benitez                            5/16
    By Ms. Cho                                 15

                   E X H I B I T S
                (No exhibits marked.)

Transcript of Witness Two
Conducted on August 30, 2021 4

PLANET DEPOS
888.433.3767 | WWW.PLANETDEPOS.COM

21-3052_0013



1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

                P R O C E E D I N G S
       MS. BENITEZ:  So today is August 30th, 2021
and we are conducting the remote interview of
WITNESS TWO.  WITNESS TWO is represented by
Ed Mullen who is also present for this call.
Speaking is Indhira Benitez, investigative counsel
at the Office of Congressional Ethics.  I'm also
joined today with Omar Ashmawy and Annie Cho.
       WITNESS TWO has been given a copy of
18 USC 1001 and has signed and returned the
acknowledgment to our office.
       WITNESS TWO, please feel free to stop me if
you need a break, have a question or just don't
understand my question at any point during this
interview.
       So let's jump right into it.
BY MS. BENITEZ:
    Q  WITNESS TWO, tell me first a little bit
about yourself.  Where are you from and what do you
currently do for work?
    A  Yep.  So I am the congresswoman's campaign
manager on the political end.  I'm from Orland Park
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originally and so -- now I live downtown in Chicago
on the north side.
       But yeah, I met Marie, the congresswoman,
about four years ago when she was running the first
time and so pretty excited to be working for her
now.
    Q  And you said you're currently her campaign
manager, correct?
    A  Yeah.  Uh-huh.
    Q  Did you ever have any other positions with
Congresswoman Newman?
    A  Yeah.  So on the 2020 campaign I was her
outreach manager.
    Q  Okay.  And how did you meet Representative
Newman?
    A  Well, I started out on the campaign back in
2017 just volunteering.  Just someone who wanted to
get engaged.  And so I did a lot of stuff back then
from meeting up with her at train stations to get
her on the ballot, different volunteer events, but
yeah, over time in that campaign, I really was a
super volunteer.  Just was there a lot.  At the
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campaign office and other things.
    Q  And when were you brought on as the, I guess
-- in that new role for the 2020 campaign?  When
were you brought on?
    A  That was January 2019.
    Q  And I'm sorry.  You said -- what was your
position back then?
    A  I was the outreach manager.
    Q  Outreach manager.
       What kinds of things or duties did you have
as an outreach manager?
    A  So that was a mix of things.  It was mostly
events.  So setting up meet-and-greets, some
fundraisers to an extent, community meetings with
other business leaders, community activists.  Pretty
all encompassing in that sense.
       Also writing a lot of her policies that were
on the campaign website at the time and working with
volunteers.  So coordinating them, recruiting them.
That was really all of it.
    Q  Okay.  And as outreach manager, were there
other volunteers or campaign hires that you would

Transcript of Witness Two
Conducted on August 30, 2021 7

PLANET DEPOS
888.433.3767 | WWW.PLANETDEPOS.COM

21-3052_0016



1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

work with on a day-to-day?
    A  Uh-huh.  Yeah.  I was the first staffer she
brought on in that campaign, so pretty much
everybody worked with me.
    Q  Okay.  And you said you were -- so you were
a volunteer from 2017 until -- do you remember
approximately the date?
    A  Yeah.  That first time when she ran for
congress, she lost the primary, so that was March of
2018 when that ended.  And that was just volunteer.
I wasn't paid or anything.
    Q  Okay.  And when did you -- were there any
conversations that you and the congresswoman had
about you coming on kind of full-time for the
campaign?
    A  In -- in which campaign?
    Q  After the 2018 election.
    A  Yeah.  So after that -- I'm trying to
remember the timeline, but -- yeah.  We stayed in
close contact.  Just checking in with things over
the next few months.  And when it became clear that
she was going to run again, she called me -- I want
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about Shadin.  It's hard for me to describe what an
adviser means because (Inaudible) --
    Q  Right.
    A  -- on that campaign.
    Q  And what -- so you said Shadin was her --
I'm sorry?  What was her role?  Campaign --
    A  Chairwoman.  Yeah.
    Q  Chairwoman.  And what was Iymen's role at
that time?
    A  I have no idea because I didn't interact
with him ever.
    Q  Okay.  You never had any e-mail exchanges or
phone interactions with Iymen?
    A  Uh-uh.
    Q  Do you happen to know how the congresswoman
met Iymen Chehade?
    A  No.
    Q  Do you know what the extent of the
relationship was with Iymen Chehade and the
congresswoman?
    A  Really, no.
    Q  So you're -- do you know what he was doing
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for the campaign or for the congresswoman at the
time?
    A  No.  In the time -- you mean, like, in the
2020 campaign?
    Q  Yes.
    A  Yeah.  I didn't know anything about him.
    Q  Did you have -- at any point -- I'm
assuming -- let me withdraw that.
       Did you ever get an opportunity to learn
about the employment contract that Representative
Newman entered into with Iymen Chehade?
    A  No.  The first time I learned about it was
actually through the news.
    Q  Okay.  And what was your, I guess, opinion
or reaction about it?
    A  Well, it seemed unfortunate, I guess, but
that's about it.
    Q  Did you have any conversations with the
congresswoman after it was out in the news?
    A  Yeah.
    Q  And what was the substance of the
conversation?
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odd?
    A  No.
    Q  And what are -- has there been other
conversations about the employment contract or --
after that initial conversation with the
congresswoman?
    A  No.  Really, the substance of the
conversation every time it would even remotely come
up was, again, like, this has happened, we are above
and beyond it, it's being addressed.  That's all.
    Q  Okay.  And currently what's your -- I'm
sorry.  What's your role currently with the
congresswoman?
    A  I'm her campaign manager.
    Q  Campaign manager.  And what are some of your
duties as campaign manager now?
    A  So it's -- it's a lot of things.  It's
managing the budget, keeping track of where money is
coming in and going out.  I'm still managing a lot
of the same volunteers, community events, adding
things to the calendar.  Now we are working through
redistricting conversations now that the census
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data is in.  And then of course just finalizing
our campaign messaging as we head into the next
year.
    Q  Oh, I think Annie has a question.
BY MS. CHO:
    Q  Yeah.  Hi, WITNESS TWO.
       I want to go back a little bit to something
you mentioned.  You said that when it became clear
to you that she was running again, she contacted you
in November 2018; is that correct?
    A  Yeah.  I don't remember exactly what date,
but somewhere around that time.
    Q  And she said that she was planning on
running for the 2020 election then?
    A  Right.
    Q  Okay.  Did she -- were you guys -- did you
guys have any prior conversations to that phone call
where she told you that she was planning on running
again or was that the first time you ever -- you
were made aware that she was running?  Or that she
was planning to run?
    A  That was the first time where she actually
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said I am running again.
    Q  Uh-huh.
    A  The district people kind of figured that she
was going to run again, but nothing was really said
by her.
    Q  Okay.  Thank you.
BY MS. BENITEZ:
    Q  And I guess, just piggy backing off of that.
You said the district staffers kind of knew that she
was going to run again.  What gave you all that
impression?
    A  She never really stopped campaigning.  She
stayed very active in the community with other
down-ballot races and races in the area around us to
keep the volunteer base that we built organized and
continuing to do the work.
    Q  Okay.  And fast-forwarding to your position
now.  When did you officially become the campaign
manager?
    A  April 1st of this year.
    Q  Okay.  And since you've become the campaign
manager, have you had to deal with any of the public
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reporting about the lawsuit or anything involving
Mr. Iymen Chehade?
    A  Regarding public reporting, no.  He does
have a few deliverables as part of the settlement
that he sends to me, but there's very minimal
interaction between the two of us.
    Q  And is that -- is that the first time you've
had to interact with him?
    A  Yes.
    Q  As campaign manager?
    A  Well, period.
    Q  Yeah.
    A  Uh-huh.
    Q  Okay.  I'm going to just very quickly hop
off screen and just go over my notes and make sure
that I'm not missing anything or that there's
nothing else I want to ask you.  So if don't mind
giving me two minutes and I'll be right back.
    A  Okay.
       MS. BENITEZ:  We can go off the record.
       (Off the record at 3:20 p.m.)
       (On the record at 3:21 p.m.)
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       And also you as well, Ed.  Thank you for
getting me those documents back so quickly and
setting this up so quickly and speaking with us
today.
       COURT REPORTER:  I just have a quick --
       MR. MULLEN:  Thank you very much.
       COURT REPORTER:  Oh, sorry.  I just have a
couple of spellings for the witness, but if I could
get orders --
       MS. BENITEZ:  Sure.
       COURT REPORTER:  -- on the record.
       Will you be ordering this, counsel?
       MS. BENITEZ:  Yes.
       COURT REPORTER:  Okay.  A rush on this?
       MS. BENITEZ:  Yeah.  If two days is
possible.
       COURT REPORTER:  Okay.  And -- so two days.
So Wednesday, what time?
       MS. BENITEZ:  Uh-huh.  Yes.
       Wednesday, any time.
       COURT REPORTER:  Okay.  And Mr. Mullen, will
you be wanting this or no?
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       MR. MULLEN:  No, we will not be asking for
one.
       COURT REPORTER:  Okay.  And that one copy is
for both -- for everybody on your side, Ms. Benitez?
       MS. BENITEZ:  Right.  So it's -- right.
       COURT REPORTER:  Okay.
       MS. BENITEZ:  So we -- we actually -- just,
I guess, for future interviews, we provide the copy
to the witness and their attorney for any
corrections --
       COURT REPORTER:  Got you.
       MS. BENITEZ:  -- or errata so --
       COURT REPORTER:  Okay.
       MS. BENITEZ:  Yeah.  Just one copy.
       (End of recording at 3:25 p.m.)
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    Deposition of MARIE NEWMAN, held virtually:

    Pursuant to agreement, before Tanner Miller,
Notary Public in and for the Commonwealth of
Virginia.
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            A P P E A R A N C E S
ON BEHALF OF OFFICE OF CONGRESSIONAL ETHICS:
     INDHIRA BENITEZ, ESQUIRE
     ANNIE CHO, ESQUIRE
     OMAR ASHMAWY, ESQUIRE
     ELISABETH JACKSON, ESQUIRE
     OFFICE OF CONGRESSIONAL ETHICS OF THE U.S.
     HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
     425 3rd Street, S.W.
     Suite 1110
     Washington, DC 20024
     (202) 225-9739

ON BEHALF OF MARIE NEWMAN:
     BRIAN SVOBODA, ESQUIRE
     PERKINS COIE LLP
     700 13th Street, NW
     Suite 800
     Washington, D.C. 20005
     (202) 654-6200
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            A P P E A R A N C E S
                (Continued.)

ALSO PRESENT:
     LEELA KRIEGER, Remote Technician
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                   C O N T E N T S
EXAMINATION OF MARIE NEWMAN                   PAGE
    By Ms. Benitez                            7/57
    By Mr. Ashmawy                             53

                   E X H I B I T S
              (Attached to transcript.)
EXHIBIT                                       PAGE
    A - Employment agreement                   20
    B - October 27, 2018 e-mail                33
    C - Court Filings                          49
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                P R O C E E D I N G S
       MS. BENITEZ:  So today is September 2nd,
2021 and we are conducting the remote interview of
Representative Marie Newman.  She is represented by
counsel who is also present with us today,
Brian Svoboda.  I -- speaking is Indhira Benitez
from the Office of Congressional Ethics.  With me is
also my colleague, Omar Ashmawy, Annie Cho, and
Elisabeth Jackson.
       Mrs. Newman has been given a copy of 18 USC
1001 and she has acknowledged receipt of 18 USC
1001.
       So Marie, as I mentioned, if you have any
questions or need a break, please feel free to stop
me during --
       THE WITNESS:  I will.  And please --
       MS. BENITEZ:  -- this interview.
       THE WITNESS:  And everyone that's asking
questions of me, please call me Marie.  It's just a
lot easier so --
       And may I -- which would you prefer?  Would
you prefer Ms. Benitez or Indhira?
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       MS. BENITEZ:  Indhira is fine.
       THE WITNESS:  Okay.  Great.
       MS. BENITEZ:  All right.  So let's get
started.
BY MS. BENITEZ:
    Q  Marie, when did you decide to run for the
2018 primary?
    A  The 2018 primary?  Meaning, the one prior
to -- just to be clear, not 2 -- 2020, but 2018?
    Q  Yes.  Correct.  2018.
    A  So I started my exploratory in late 2016
after the 2016 election.  I did not announce, I
think, until the middle of April of 20 -- what would
that have been?  '17?  Yeah.  2017.
       So I did not make my final decision until my
exploratory was complete which was at -- you know,
right before I announced in April of 2017.
    Q  And did you start campaigning right before
you announced or after?
    A  I started campaigning after.
    Q  And how about for the 2020 election?  When
did you decide to run for that?
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    A  So after I lost in 2018 by two points, I
started to think about a postmortem.  So I have a
strong business background and a startup background
so I always like to do postmortems and I'm a
management consultant so I like process.
       So I had done a series of examining the
precincts and deciding which messaging I did right
and wrong, fundraising coalitions, advice, counsel,
all of those things, and made a long list probably
starting in May of 2018 after the -- after we had
found out that I had lost the primary.  So two
months later I probably started thinking about it.
       And then I think I made my final decision
post-fundraising which would have been March of 2019
-- the end of March of 2019 is when I decided that I
would run again.
    Q  And when you -- when you say you made your
final decision, how do you mean?  Because it's --
    A  So there's a lot of things.  So I don't want
to overcomplicate this, but I have two kids with
chronic health conditions.  Both my parents were in
palliative care.  We have limited funds as a family
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and so I wanted to make sure that A, I had good
massaging around economic policies, which I don't
think I did a very good job of with the first one.
       There were several foreign relations matters
and foreign policy matters that I had not done
enough work on.  I wanted to make sure I clearly
understood that and I clearly understood the -- my
constituencies' needs.
       And it ended up being that, you know, things
like health care and the economy were very
important, but these foreign relations matters were
very important and I was not studied enough on those
and I knew I had to address that.
       And then I also didn't raise enough money
and I didn't know if I could raise enough money for
the 2020 race.  So I was, you know, diligently going
through, talking to a lot of advisors, political
operatives, other electeds to get advice to make
sure that I could checkbox all the things I needed
to do before I announced in April of 2019.
    Q  And would you say that right after the 2018
election, you intended on running, but hadn't
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    A  Probably started the conversation, I would
say, as early as November of 2018.  Yeah.
    Q  So --
    A  But I didn't know at that point.  I was
honest with him though.  I said, you know, I haven't
made up my mind yet, but I'm seriously considering.
    Q  So in November of 2018 you had intent to run
for -- run again --
    A  No.  I told him I was --
    Q  -- for the 2020 election?
    A  I was considering.  I was considering
running.
    Q  Okay.  And when did you meet Iymen Chehade?
    A  I unfortunately don't remember the exact
date.  I remember it was end of May in 2018.
    Q  That you first met Iymen Chehade?
    A  Correct.
    Q  And was that the first time you ever had any
interaction with him?
    A  Yes.
    Q  And you hadn't met him anytime whether --
been at -- actually, let me withdraw that.
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       How did you meet Iymen Chehade?
    A  I was introduced to him at a luncheon by my
friend Shadin Maali.
    Q  And you said that was in May of 2018?
    A  Late May, I believe.
    Q  What was his role in your campaign?
    A  He had a very specific -- he was more just a
foreign policy advisor.  In that meeting he had
started to talk about Palestine.  It was clear that
he had very specific knowledge around Palestine and
Israel that I needed.  He had been an expert on it
and I -- and Shadin had validated that he was a
history professor that specialized in this and
honestly, I had never found that.  We had looked for
Palestinian advisors and we could never find one.
So he was very lovely and started giving me advice
around Palestine in that meeting.
    Q  And did he have an official role in your
campaign?
    A  No.  He simply offered to do -- to build my
Palestinian-Israeli statement and that's all he did.
    Q  And when did you decide to offer Mr. Chehade
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employment?
    A  I didn't.
    Q  So you've never offered Mr. Chehade
employment?
    A  What happened -- I just want to be clear on
the word "offer".
       So Iymen had pitched the role to me several
times over a period of months.  We talked all the
time because we were friends, right?  After May he
offered to help me, quote, unquote, take out
Lipinski.  And he said, let me help you.  We talked
a lot.  And he -- from time to time he would pitch
the idea of me being his -- or him being my foreign
policy advisor.
       MR. SVOBODA:  Indhira, just so the record is
clear, you mean employment with the U.S. House of
Representatives or employment with the campaign or
employment with someone else?
       MS. BENITEZ:  Employment with the U.S. House
of Representatives.
       THE WITNESS:  Yeah.  So he had started
pitching it probably in early summer.  We had lots

Transcript of Interview of Marie Newman
Conducted on September 2, 2021 15

PLANET DEPOS
888.433.3767 | WWW.PLANETDEPOS.COM

21-3052_0046



1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

of conversations about it over a span of six months.
And so I think it was more an evolution of the idea
than it -- I don't think I ever offered it to him
until we got to the point where it was a more
serious conversation and then I said -- I agreed to
having him come on.
BY MS. BENITEZ:
    Q  And when was this?  When did you start to
have more serious conversations about it?
    A  Probably in late August, early September I
would say.
    Q  In August/September of 2018?
    A  2018, correct.
    Q  And what was the substance of these
conversations?
    A  You know, Iymen had brought it up several
times that he thought that he would be a good
foreign policy advisor and had shared his experience
around foreign policy and some of his writings and
publications and wide variety of things.  And he was
being very, very helpful on Syria and Palestine and
Israel and we had just developed a very good
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rapport.
       We also talked politics together and we had
similar politics, although, you know, we differ on a
few things.  And so we had developed a really strong
friendship and lots of respect for one another.  And
he kept offering and we got to a point, I think,
where we had a -- kind of a more significant meeting
the last week of maybe October if I'm remembering
correctly.  And again, I can get you the exact date.
       And he had said, you know, how about if we
make this formal?  And so we talked about it for a
long time that day and then he sent a proposal to
me.
    Q  So when -- the first time you started having
conversations about the -- making it more formal,
did these conversations involve potentially
the (Inaudible) of a contract?
    A  I'm sorry.  Can you -- you went out.  You
clicked out.
    Q  Sure.  Sorry about that.
       When you started having these conversations
about formalizing talks about employing Mr. Chehade,
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did these conversations involve the drafting of a
contract?
    A  I think the way the discussion evolved, if I
remember correctly, was that he said, well, I need
this to be a formal thing, Marie, because I'm a
part-time history professor.  I don't have very much
money and I need to know what I'm going to be doing
in the future.  And he made a great pitch around
public service.  I felt like his heart was really in
it and he really wanted to be of service.
       But he said, you know, I'd like this to be
more formal.  And I think it involved something to
the way of, oh, do you mean a contract?  And he
said, yeah.  I would -- that would be helpful so I
know what I'm doing in the future.
    Q  So what -- so in return for this contract,
Mr. Chehade would have been getting full-time
employment, correct?
    A  It was an employment contract that
identified that he would be offered a position of
foreign policy advisor in the U.S. House of
Representatives.  On the official side.
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    Q  And what were you getting in return for this
agreement?
    A  Nothing.
    Q  Were you intending to run when you entered
into the contract with Mr. Chehade?
    A  I mean, I was seriously considering it, but
I did let him know several times that, you know, I
haven't made my final decision yet, so if you have
other opportunities --
       He had been talking to many candidates about
doing political consulting and I think at one point
he was reviewing running for state senator alderman,
too.  So I said, you have to know that, you know,
you have to do you because I'm going to do me and
you do you.
    Q  So I guess I just -- I just want to
understand.  You -- in December of 2018 you signed
the contract, but weren't sure that you were going
to run?
    A  I did let him know that.  That there's
still -- my daughter had had a serious health
situation and I did not know if I was going to run
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or not.
    Q  Was the contract premised on you winning the
election?
    A  I would have -- honestly, I would have to
reread it.  I don't remember what it said.
       MS. BENITEZ:  Leela, if you don't mind,
could you pull up tab 1 on the screen, please, and
mark that as Exhibit A?
       REMOTE TECHNICIAN:  Tab 3.  Okay.  Thank
you.
       MS. BENITEZ:  Tab 1.
       REMOTE TECHNICIAN:  Tab 1.
       MS. BENITEZ:  Yes.
       REMOTE TECHNICIAN:  This is exhibit?
       MS. BENITEZ:  A.
       REMOTE TECHNICIAN:  A.  Okay.  Perfect.
       (Exhibit A was marked for identification
        and attached to the transcript.)
       REMOTE TECHNICIAN:  Exhibit A.  Can you see,
Counsel?
       MS. BENITEZ:  Yes.
       And Marie, can you see here --
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       THE WITNESS:  I see just the word "Exhibit
A".
       MS. BENITEZ:  Okay.  And Leela, could you
give me control of the screen?
       REMOTE TECHNICIAN:  Yes.
       MR. SVOBODA:  If we could just have clear
for the record, we're seeing a Word window that says
"employment agreement", but not the entirety of the
page of the document on the screen.  We see it like,
in Star Wars as it scrolls down as we see, you know,
line by line.
       REMOTE TECHNICIAN:  You can see --
       MR. SVOBODA:  And when we see the entire
page, it's small enough that I can make it out, but
not with ease.
       MS. BENITEZ:  Okay.  Would you like for me
to zoom in?  That's why it was zoomed in so you can
kind of read it as I scroll down.  But if you would
like --
       MR. SVOBODA:  Sure.  Could we try to zoom
up -- first of all --
       MS. BENITEZ:  Actually --
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       MR. SVOBODA:  -- how easy or hard is this
for you to read?
       THE WITNESS:  If it's comfortable to
everybody, I can go up to the screen and read it if
that helps.
       MS. BENITEZ:  Brian, I'm not sure what --
       MR. SVOBODA:  If we could --
       MS. BENITEZ:  I'm sorry.  Go ahead.
       MR. SVOBODA:  Indhira, perhaps if you want
to try to zoom like, one more level, let's see how
that does.
       MS. BENITEZ:  Sure.  I also --
       MR. SVOBODA:  Like, hit the plus button --
hit the plus button once.
       MS. BENITEZ:  I was also going to suggest --
I'm not sure what your computer capabilities are,
but if you -- I can also give you control of the
screen and Marie can scroll through the document as
well.
       MR. SVOBODA:  Yeah.
       THE WITNESS:  Is there something specific
you want me to look at or --
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       MS. BENITEZ:  I'd like for you to just
review the contract and let me know when you're done
and then I can --
       THE WITNESS:  Read the whole thing?
       MS. BENITEZ:  -- ask some more questions.
       Yeah.
       MR. SVOBODA:  We don't have the capability
to scroll here.  We're simply watching through a
monitor in our conference room.  So what I might
suggest is, Marie, that you direct Indhira when to
scroll down.  So read what Indhira --
       THE WITNESS:  Okay.  I mean, I think that
will --
       MR. SVOBODA:  -- is displaying --
       THE WITNESS:  I'm sorry.
       MR. SVOBODA:  Sure.
       (Witness reviews document.)
       THE WITNESS:  Okay.  I've read it.
BY MS. BENITEZ:
    Q  Okay.  So this is -- is this the contract
that you signed back in December of 2018?
December 26th of 2018?
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    A  It looks like it is.  Of course I can't know
because I don't have it in front of me, but I -- it
looks like it.
    Q  Is this your signature?
    A  It looks like my signature, yes.
    Q  Okay.  So at the beginning of the
contract -- we'll go to the first page under number
1, employment and term, subsection A.  It says, "In
the event --
    A  Uh-huh.
    Q  -- that Newman is elected as U.S.
Representative to the Third Congressional District
of Illinois for the congressional term beginning in
January of 2021, Newman agrees to employ Chehade to
the following combined position."
       So when you (Inaudible) --
    A  Uh-huh.
    Q  -- this contract, were you intending on
running for the 2020 election?
    A  I was seriously considering it.  But again,
my kids had had some health troubles and I let Iymen
know very clearly that there's a chance that I would
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not run.
    Q  And you understand that you signed this
contract under the premise of running?
    A  Yeah.  If I ran and I won, I was clear that
this was a binding contract.
    Q  Well, the contract's conditions are if you
win, not if you run and win?
    A  Correct.
    Q  At least as it's stated in the contract.
    A  Yeah.  I mean, that was -- my intent was --
and I was very clear with both Rima and Iymen that
if I ran and I won, that I was committed to this
contract.
    Q  So I guess I just want to understand, why
enter into a contract that was binding you to these
terms if you did not intend at that moment on
running?
    A  There was a strong likelihood that I would
run, but I was really trying to -- there were some
final things I had to make sure were in place before
I decide to run.
    Q  And Marie --
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From: Chehade, Hamman
Sent: Saturday, October 27, 2018 1:57 AM CDT
To: Marie Newman
Subject: Tuesday's meeting
Attachments: Proposal for Collaboration.docx, Details.docx

 
Hi Marie, 
It was great meeting with you on Tuesday. I enjoyed our conversation and I'm looking forward 
to more meetings and working together as we move forward. 
I spoke to Rima Kapitan (lawyer) about what you mentioned which was to register the contract 
and she's going to look into the idea. As a contract lawyer, she did say that signatures alone are 
binding. She'll let me know for sure shortly. It's something we can do either way though. 
Attached are the documents we discussed at the museum. Let me know what you think across 
the board. Also, given our discussion on Tuesday, you mentioned that you would be fine with a 
certain number of terms in office and then moving on. What that number of terms is would be 
up to you. I would like to put that in the contract along with a commitment to endorse me once 
you decide to leave. Let me know if that's something you would be fine with. 
Best, 
Iymen Chehade 
Department of Humanities, History, and Social Sciences (HHSS)
American Association of University Professors Committee A On Academic Freedom and Tenure
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Proposal 

 Overview: Chehade agrees not to announce or submit his candidacy for election to 
Congressional Representative of the 3rd District of Illinois. In exchange, Newman will 
hire Chehade as her Chief Foreign Policy Advisor

 Position term: If Newman wins the election, the position duration would be the entire 
term of Newman’s service as congresswoman and will be automatically renewed after 
any reelection. Chehade may obtain release from the contract upon 60 days’ notice

 Position description: Chief foreign policy advisor, with a special focus on Israel/Palestine. 
o Advising on all aspects of foreign policy
o Provide legislative briefings

 In accordance with the US Arms Export Control Act, 22 U.S. Code § 2754, 
principles of humanitarian and human rights law as enshrined in 
international treaties, declarations, resolutions and other legal sources, 
Newman commits to:

 opposing any legislation that entails ADDITIONAL military sales or 
aid to Israel

 opposing any legislation aimed at curbing the ability of citizens or 
foreigners to advocate for human rights in Palestine, whether 
through BDS or other peaceful means

 opposing legislation or policy that funds or encourages in any way 
a) Israel’s construction of housing and other infrastructure in 
occupied territory or on expropriated Palestinian or Syrian land; b) 
home demolition or restrictions on the right of Palestinians to 
build in the West Bank or Gaza; c) Israeli laws which make any 
civic benefits or punishments contingent or variable based on the 
ethnic or religious origin of individuals; d) Israeli military 
offensives in Gaza, the West Bank, Syria, or elsewhere in the 
Middle East; e) the economic siege on Gaza, including restrictions 
on fishing off the coast and restrictions on imports that have the 
intent or effect of crippling public infrastructure and civil society 
institutions such as schools and universities; f) opposing any 
legislation that makes aid to Palestine or the Palestinian Authority 
contingent on recognition of Israel or any declaration or 
commitment that undermines the human rights of Palestinians.

 Support legislation that aims at a) ending the detention of 
Palestinian children in Israeli military prisons, and detention of 
any prisoner without charge or trial; b) securing freedom of 
movement for Palestinians within Gaza/West Bank/Israel as well 
as international travel; c) securing freedom of movement of 
Americans to Israel and the occupied territories, including 
protecting Americans against searches aimed at violating their 
right to freedom of speech and conscience; d) achieving justice 

RN3052_000002
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and self-determination for Palestinians, including Palestinian 
refugees, and Syrians in occupied Golan.

o Remain in communication with human rights advocacy organizations such as 
Jewish Voice for Peace, American Friends Service Committee, the US Campaign 
to End the Israeli Occupation, both in order to promote positive efforts on the 
part of Newman to effect change in the Middle East and in order to obtain 
advice and recommendations about legislation and policy

o Coordination with the offices of other congresspersons and government officials 
to achieve foreign policy goals

o Providing recommendations on endorsements of other candidates for office
o Outreach to the Arab American, Middle Eastern and Muslim communities in the 

district with the aim of mobilizing support for legislation and policy goals as well 
as encouraging civil engagement 

o Coordinating fact-finding delegations to Palestine and other countries in the 
Middle East, including briefings with local civil and human rights organizations. 
 Chehade has complete discretion over the itinerary, and there will be no 

requirement to meet with representatives of the Israeli government, the 
Jewish National Fund (JNF), or settler organizations. At no point will 
Newman accept partial or complete funding for congressional 
delegations from the JNF, any organization affiliated with the Israeli 
government, or any organization that embraces Israeli’s Zionist or 
colonial project. 

 Newman agrees to cooperate with Chehade in enlisting the participation 
of other congresspersons in these delegations 

 Terms and conditions of employment
o $150,000 annual salary
o Full time position, but permitted one day per week to travel to Chicago to teach 

courses
o Vacation time: typical vacation time for DC staffers

RN3052_000003
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Duties of Foreign Policy Position 

1) Provide primary source data on policy options relating to international issues. 
2) Facilitate dialogue between officials of countries and congressional office. 
3) Lead overseas congressional delegations to areas of interest to garner information that can then 

lead to policy decisions. 
4) Fact finding missions to areas around the world to garner information that will lead to 

recommendations to congressional office on policies. 
5) Working with congresswoman on bills that center on alleviating the humanitarian suffering of 

Palestinians and other marginalized groups in the Middle East and around the world. 
6) Working with congresswoman to create bills to reach the goals of peace, dignity, and justice for 

Palestinians and other marginalized groups.
7) Work to strengthen the position of women and LGBTQ in the Middle East. 
8) Working with domestic groups like Jewish Voice for Peace and others who promote the rights of 

the Palestinian people. 
9) Working with United Nations officials and other members of international organizations that will 

lead to sound foreign policy decisions for the congressional office. 

Advocacy and Outreach 

1) Objective: To grow and strengthen the voice of the Arab American/Middle East community in 
the 3rd District and around the country through advocacy for issues central to the community.
A) Palestinian American, e.g., Palestinian-Israeli Conflict.
B) Yemeni American, e.g., Ending the war in Yemen. 
C) Syrian American, e.g., Ending the war in Syria. 
D) Arab Muslim American, e.g., Ending discriminatory policies on immigration. 
E) Arab Christian American, e.g., protecting Christian communities in the Middle East along 

with holy places. 

2) Strengthen ties between Arab American/Middle East community and congressional office. 
A) Encourage strong Arab American/Middle Eastern support in the 3rd District and Illinois for 

congressional office in tandem with congressional office taking stances on issues that are in 
the interests of the Arab American/ Middle Eastern community. 

B) Encourage Arab American/Middle East support for congressional office on a national level in 
tandem with congressional office taking stances on issues that are in the interests of the 
Arab American/Middle East community.

C) Update influencers in the community on projects that congressional office is working on 
that are beneficial to the community. 

D) Keep a direct line of communication and open-door policy between congressional office and 
the 3rd District’s Arab American/Middle Eastern community. 
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From: Marie Newman
Sent: Saturday, October 27, 2018 12:48 PM CDT
To: Chehade, Hamman
Subject: Re: Tuesday's meeting

 
Hi Iymen,

Thank you for sending and very good discussion across the board on all topics.

Let me think through all of this and lets chat again after I review.

thanks and talk very soon,
M

On Oct 27, 2018, at 1:57 AM, Chehade, Hamman < > wrote:

Hi Marie, 

It was great meeting with you on Tuesday. I enjoyed our conversation and I'm looking 
forward to more meetings and working together as we move forward. 

I spoke to Rima Kapitan (lawyer) about what you mentioned which was to register the 
contract and she's going to look into the idea. As a contract lawyer, she did say that 
signatures alone are binding. She'll let me know for sure shortly. It's something we can do 
either way though. 

Attached are the documents we discussed at the museum. Let me know what you think 
across the board. Also, given our discussion on Tuesday, you mentioned that you would be 
fine with a certain number of terms in office and then moving on. What that number of 
terms is would be up to you. I would like to put that in the contract along with a 
commitment to endorse me once you decide to leave. Let me know if that's something you 
would be fine with. 

Best, 

Iymen Chehade
Department of Humanities, History, and Social Sciences (HHSS)
American Association of University Professors Committee A On Academic Freedom and Tenure
<Proposal for Collaboration.docx><Details.docx>
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From: Marie Newman
Sent: Friday, November 2, 2018 5:50 PM CDT
To: Chehade, Hamman
Subject: Re: Tuesday's meeting

 
HI there,

Took some time to digest the doc.

Most of it looks good.  Couple of concerns -mostly phraseology.

When is a good time for you to meet the week of 11/12:

If you could come out this way this time -would be great.

I am open for early am meetings or 11/13-16.

Let me know what works for you,
M

> On Oct 27, 2018, at 1:57 AM, Chehade, Hamman  wrote:
> 
> <Proposal for Collaboration.docx>
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1 
 

KAPITAN                                                                                                                  
LAW OFFICE LTD 
 

 

      P.O. Box 6779, Chicago, IL  60680  •  Ph:   •  Fax:  (312) 566-9591  •  www.kapitanlaw.net 

 

 

Via electronic mail 
 
September 23, 2020 
 
Marie Newman 

 
 
Dear Ms. Newman: 
 
I am writing on behalf of Iymen Chehade to secure your commitment to performing the contract 
you signed to employ him should you win the election in November to the position United States 
Representative to the Third Congressional District of Illinois. If you are represented by an 
attorney in this matter, please forward this correspondence to him or her.  
 
On December 26, 2018, you agreed to employ Mr. Chehade to a combined position of Chief 
Foreign Policy Advisor and either District Director or Legislative Director, at Mr. Chehade’s 
election. I will attach that signed agreement here.  
 
You met with Mr. Chehade on June 11. On that date, Mr. Chehade confirmed that he remained 
willing and able to perform the services described in the agreement. You told Mr. Chehade you 
had decided not to fulfill the terms of the contract. He asked that you reconsider and think about 
it over the next few months. Since then, he has not heard from you.  
 
Mr. Chehade is aware that you have already begun making preparations for staffing your office. He 
therefore requests a definite response about whether or not you intend to fulfill the terms of the 
contract. Should you decline to enforce the terms, that decision would be an anticipatory breach of 
the contract you signed. See Koursa, Inc. v. manroland, Inc., 971 F. Supp. 2d 765, 788 (N.D. Ill. 2013). 
Please contact me by October 2 if you are amenable to discussing the contract and beginning 
discussions with Mr. Chehade about how to proceed with your working relationship.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
/s/ Rima Kapitan 
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From: Marie Newman
Sent: Thursday, October 1, 2020 9:59 AM CDT
To: rkapitan
Subject: Follow up from your email

 
Good Morning Rima,

I have read your letter and I’m sorry but I disagree with your characterization of my conversation in June with 
Iymen. I am focused entirely on the election from now through November 3rd, and we can revisit this issue after the 
election.

Thank you,
Marie Newman

Marie Newman
Democratic Nominee, 
Illinois Third Congressional District
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