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1. ACTION REQUESTED:
Conduct public hearing and direct the City Attorney to prepare findings of fact for the denial of 2017
renewal applications for the January 10, 2017 Council Meeting or direct the City Manager to issue
Massage Therapy Licenses for 2017.

2. BACKGROUND:
Summarized below are the facts/issues surrounding Ms. Chunyan Yang’s renewal applications:
Application and Background Investigation:
Chunyan Yang submitted applications on November 7, 2016 to renew her Massage Therapy
Center and Massage Therapist licenses.
Ms. Yang falsified her applications by not indicating that she was convicted of a crime
related to these types of licenses. On February 10, 2015, the Sioux Falls Police Department
issued Ms. Yang a citation for operating massage without a license. On February 24, 2015,
she pled guilty to practicing of massage or representation as in practice without a license.
The State of South Dakota issued a guilty verdict. On June 15, 2016, the South Dakota Board
of Massage Therapy denied Ms. Yang’s application for a license.
Ms. Yang’s business had multiple reviews in 2016 under the category of “Asian Health
Massage in Plymouth” on https://www.rubmaps.com. The reviews said they had sexual
experiences with staff or massage therapist at this location (see attachments).
On December 1, 2016, she was notified that the City Manager denied her application due to
the following:
Falsified her applications regarding past criminal history to these types of licenses.
The business had reviews on unethical website implicating illegal activity.
Section 1135.13 of the City Code lists conditions governing issuance of certificates. In this section,
the following apply to Ms. Yang’s application:
1.
2.

Certificates may be issued only to persons of good repute.
Certificates may be issued only to persons free of convictions of prostitution or
offenses which involve moral turpitude or which relate directly to the person’s
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3.

ability, capacity, or fitness to perform the duties and discharge the responsibility
of the occupation.
Certificates may be issued only to persons who have answered fully all of the
information requested in the application and have paid the full investigation and
certification fees.

Section 1135.17 of the City Code outlines grounds for revocation, suspension of certificates, or
nonrenewal of certificates by the City Manager. In this section, the following apply to Ms. Yang’s
application:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Fraud, deception or misrepresentation in connection with the securing of
certification.
Conduct inimical to the interests of the public health, safety, welfare or morals.
Engaging in conduct involving or demonstrating moral turpitude, including, but
not limited to, prostitution.
Failure to comply with the requirements of Section 1135.

3. BUDGET IMPACT:
There would be no budget impact from this action.

4. ATTACHMENTS:
Denial Correspondence
Appeal Correspondence
Applications/Background Investigation Materials
Section 1135 of the City Code
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