entering the JCPOA? If not, how do you reconcile this with your commitment to restore
Congress’s traditional role as a partner in our foreign policy?
Furthermore, as you also may be aware, the failed JCPOA was structured by
President Obama as an executive agreement to avoid Senate ratification required for
treaties. If you really would like to restore Congress’ traditional role in our foreign policy
making, why have you pledged, if Iran comes back into compliance, to simply return to the
failed Iran nuclear agreement rather than pursue a more durable treaty with consent from
a bipartisan, two-thirds supermajority of the Senate? Moreover, the JCPOA sought to
restrict congressional authority by prohibiting Congress from enacting future mandatory
sanctions on Iran. As stated in Clause 26 of the JCPOA:
“The U.S. Administration, acting consistent with the respective roles of the President
and the Congress, will refrain from re-introducing or re-imposing the sanctions
specified in Annex II that it has ceased applying under this JCPOA, without prejudice
to the dispute resolution process provided for under this JCPOA. The U.S.
Administration, acting consistent with the respective roles of the President and the
Congress, will refrain from imposing new nuclear-related sanctions” 4
As you may know, the Republican Study Committee, the largest conservative caucus
in Congress, has taken an official position pledging to oppose, and to work to reverse, any
sanctions relief for Iran unless the regime meets all 12 demands laid out by former
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo.5 As members of Congress, a co-equal branch of the federal
government, we do not consider ourselves bound by executive agreements which purport
to make commitments on behalf of the Congress of the United States. Does the Biden
administration take the position that executive agreements like the JCPOA bind the
Congress and prohibit the legislative branch from enacting future sanctions? If so, how
does this fit in with your statement that you would like to restore Congress’ role in foreign
affairs?
Thank you for your consideration and I look forward to hearing from you,

Rep. Joe Wilson (SC-02)
Chairman, Republican Study Committee
National Security and Foreign Affairs Task Force

4

Rep. Jim Banks (IN-03)
Chairman,
Republican Study Committee
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