
June 17, 2020 

 

An Open Letter from the NYU Law Community:  

 

We are current and former NYU Law students, student organizations, faculty and staff 

who write to express our deep concern with the federal government’s aggressive charging and 

pursuit of pre-trial detention of Colinford (“Colin”) Mattis, a 2016 NYU Law graduate, and 

another young lawyer, Urooj Rahman. Colin and Urooj are public interest-oriented attorneys of 

color and respected community members who were arrested on May 30, 2020, while protesting 

the murder of George Floyd and systemic police brutality. This recent police brutality has 

prompted a broad reckoning with this country’s history of systemic racism against Black and 

brown communities and a widespread mourning over lives cut short by police violence. 

 

  We believe that the Department of Justice’s prosecution and aggressive efforts to jail 

Colin and Urooj are a gross overreach of federal law enforcement power and an attempt to stifle 

and delegitimize dissent against police brutality. Colin and Urooj are facing charges of 

attempting to burn an unoccupied and already damaged NYPD police vehicle during city-wide 

protests. No one was injured. The alleged damage to the police vehicle was charring of its central 

console. Despite these facts, Colin and Urooj are being aggressively prosecuted, and are now 

sitting in federal jail and facing federal charges that carry a 45-year mandatory minimum 

sentence, and up to life in prison.  

 

Throughout recent nationwide protests, we have witnessed the Trump Administration’s 

attempt to fan emotional flames in order to distract from the very real problems of police 

brutality, whether this be President Trump’s promotion of conspiracy theories about Martin 

Gugino, the 75-year old protestor who was hospitalized after he was assaulted by Buffalo police; 

or his tear-gassing of protestors to clear space in front of the White House for him to take a photo 

with a Bible. In contrast, the two federal judges, District Judge Brodie and Magistrate Judge 

Gold, who presided over Colin and Urooj’s arraignment issued well-reasoned decisions based on 

the facts presented in their cases. Both found that Colin and Urooj could safely be released with 

electronic monitoring and home confinement. Colin and Urooj fully complied with these 

conditions in the days between their release and the hearing on the DOJ’s bail appeal.  

 

We believe that these decisions to release Colin and Urooj were the correct ones. Colin 

and Urooj are life-long New Yorkers, and respected attorneys who have given back to their 

communities in numerous ways. Colin has long been a devoted advocate for Black and Latinx 

youth and his commitment to race equity has profoundly enriched all the communities he has 

been a part of. As a law student, Colin volunteered in New Orleans at the Louisiana Center for 

Children’s Rights and during his final year at NYU, Colin worked with lawyers at Brooklyn 

Defender Services to represent low income families in Brooklyn family court through the 



university’s Family Defense Clinic. While in college at Princeton, he served as the President of 

the Princeton Black Student Union and at NYU, he was an active member of NYU’s Black 

Allied Law Student Association, where he served proudly as Political Action Chair. Since 

graduating from law school, he has been recognized by Her Justice for his outstanding pro bono 

advocacy for low income women. Outside of work, Colin has played an indispensable role in his 

family after the death of his father during law school and the recent devastating loss of his 

mother, Edith, last year. In the wake of these losses, Colin has provided for his family with 

emotional and financial support and taken on the responsibility of raising three young foster 

siblings. 

 

Urooj is a graduate of Fordham College and Fordham Law School, and until her arrest, 

worked in the Bronx providing legal services for low-income tenants in housing court. She has 

long been engaged in advocacy on the over-policing of Black and brown communities in New 

York, and particularly around the targeting and over-surveillance of Muslim communities after 

9/11. She has also worked with migrants and refugees internationally. Urooj lives with and cares 

for her elderly mother in Bay Ridge, where she grew up.  

 

We the undersigned stand with Colin and Urooj and call on the federal government to 

drop these politically motivated charges and their aggressive pursuit of detention without bail. 

Our community is well aware that Derek Chauvin, the white police officer who murdered 

George Floyd, was granted bail, while these Black and brown members of our community who 

harmed no one are languishing in jail in the midst of a pandemic in an institution that has 

systematically failed to protect detainees from COVID-19. Two well-respected federal judges 

both decided that Colin and Urooj should safely await trial in their communities. The federal 

government should not be allowed to use this prosecution as a weapon to silence the voices that 

are calling for the change that this country desperately needs. 

 

In solidarity, 
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Marissa Reichel  ’17 

Christina Wright  ’19 

Zahrah Devji  ’16 

Nina Sheth  ’16 

Razia Hamid  ’18 

Elizabeth Wolozin  ’22 

Emily Harris  ’19 
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Evan McCants-Goldman  ’18 

Hilarie Meyers  ’21 

Lisa Kang  ’09 

Scott Woodall  ’18 

Staci Cox  ’18 

Lindsay Long-Waldor  ’15 

David Jacobs  ’22 

Antonio Changanaqui  ’17 

Em Feder Cooper  ’23 

Eric Brown  ’21 

J. Paterson Rae  ’74 



Anna Daniszewski  ’22 

Aiesha Krause-Lee  ’21 

Olivia Abrecht   ’22 

Collin Yeung  ’22 

Nicole Oliver  ’21 

Katherine MacAdam  ’21 

Sarah Hardtke  ’21 

Hanna Miller  ’16 

Robertson M “Mac” McAnulty  ’22 

Denyse Mathiesen  ’20 

Matthew Peterson  ’21 

Elena Hodges  ’22 

Jaden Powell  ’21 

Jasmine Badreddine  ’20 

Anna Applebaum  ’21 

Catherine D Nagle  ’16 

Lauren Cole  ’18 

Julia Hiatt  ’09 

Matthew Stolz  ’20 

Skye Terebey  ’21 

Eliana Theodorou  ’18 

Elizabeth Jordan  ’13 

Hogan Paschal   ’17 

Marjorie Mesidor  

Nicholas Goss  ’13 

Carolyn Ye  ’22 

Tumi Adebiyi  ’15 

Daniella Jones  ’14 

December Huddleston  ’20 

Rose Kent  ’22 

Alberta Waingort  ’18 

Carmen Otey  ’21 

Kylie Barza  ’15 

Laurel Boman  ’21 

Kristen Nicol  ’17 

Brittany Shaar  ’22 

Ellen K. Connell  ’15 

Jacqueline Uranga  ’21 

Peter Kirby  ’21 

Anna D'Agostino  ’21 

Toi Carrion ’14 

Brittni Reaser  ’14 

Kathleen Lewis  ’20 

Dana Williamson  ’14 

Sherwin Salar  ’13 

Alexandra Dougherty  ’15 

Susan Wang  ’16 

Julia Popkin  ’17 

Meghan Morris  ’11 

Jesse Dong  ’15 

Laurice Pearson  ’98 

Tovah Ackerman  ’19 

Dean S. Acheson  ’21 

Adwoa Hinson  ’20 

Brooks Emanuel  ’15 

Bailey E. Strelow  ’19 

Christopher S. Owens  ’20 

Allison Mandeville  ’20 

Paul McLaughlin  ’11 

Cassandre Davilmar  ’13 

Grissel Mercado  ’07 

Luke Smith  ’15 

Erica Rosenbaum  ’20 

Jessica Fuhrman  ’18 

Sarah Brafman   ’16 

Karenna Martin  ’21 

Anna Meixler  ’22 

Raymond Ngu   ’20 

Edward Fenster  ’21 

Hayden Bui  ’15 

Isaac Fink  ’20 

Christopher McNerney  ’12 

Philip Dalgarno  ’22 

Paul Anthony White  ’16 

Laura Narefsky  ’19 

Jen Saeckl   ’15 

Jimena Vasquez  ’01 

Amanda Fang  ’21 

Hannah Baron  ’17 

Patrick Clark  ’12 



Kate McMurchie  ’21 

Heather Gregorio  ’15 

Kelsey Powderly  ’17 

John Cuti  ’90 

Hannah Rausch  ’22  

Emily Huters  ’07 

Sophie Hill  ’20 

Jane Bock  ’85 

Lauren Groetch  ’14 

Joanna Barlow , Administration 

Hannah Colter  ’22 

Brian Cross  ’22 

Shirin Malkani  ’98 

Connor Cardoso  ’22 

Kameron Johnston  ’21 

Michael P Gsovski  ’17 

Zoe Lo   ’20 

Nikki Reisch  ’12, former adjunct faculty 

Cansu Colakoglu  ’20 

Carnissa Dolores Lucas-Smith  ’20 

Seema Vora Kamath   ’14 

V. Patrice Wylly ’15 

Janelle Owusu  ’22 

Claire Glenn  ’16 

Max Winograd  ’15 

Jena Speiser  ’20 

Sienna Fontaine  ’07 

Cristobal Gutierrez LLM’ 14 

 


