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PRESS RELEASE 
 
January 15, 2019 
 
For Immediate Release 
 
Today, the Lee County School Board (LCSB) has filed suit in Lee County Circuit Court to challenge the 
Commonwealth of Virginia's refusal to issue a registration as a special conservator of the peace (SCOP) to 
Division Superintendent Brian Austin. 
 
In July of 2018, after careful consideration, the LCSB unanimously decided that commencing a program to 
enhance student safety that included arming carefully selected employees was appropriate and that such 
program would include, but not be limited to, the training and registration of selected employees as special 
conservators of the peace. 
 
The members of the LCSB believe that Dr. Austin fulfilled all legal requirements for SCOP registration. 
However, Dr. Austin's registration was denied because the Virginia Department of Criminal Justice Services, in 
reliance on the Attorney General of Virginia, has taken the position that it will not issue an SCOP registration 
for a school employee who will be armed on school property. It is this rejection that has led the LCSB to file 
today's lawsuit. 
 
“It is important for the members of our community to know that keeping the children in our schools safe is a 
top priority for every member of the school board,” said Debbie Jessee, Lee County School Board Chair. “This 
lawsuit is intended to simply allow our school board to proceed to use another important option in keeping our 
children safe.” 
 
“This was a unanimous decision to move forward with training and adding security,” said Mike Kidwell, Lee 
County School Board Vice Chair. “As a school board member, I would vote to hire seven new school resource 
officers if that was an option in Lee County. In my opinion, adding security against an active shooter in this 
day and time is a must for all public schools. Several other states have already taken this common sense 
approach with real results.” 
 
The legal effort on behalf of the LCSB will be led by former Virginia Attorney General, Ken Cuccinelli. 
 
Media inquiries should be directed via email to Dr. Austin (baustin@lee.k12.va.us) or Alie Hassan, Mr. 
Cuccinelli's assistant (AlieWork123@gmail.com). 
 
Documents related to this filing are attached to this release for ease of reference. 
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